
17 
 

Week Four - Praying for       
Personal Needs 
A Good Opinion of God 

He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, 

but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God. (Romans 4:20) 

 
 
Abraham is called the father of our faith, and just like us he 
waited on God for an answer to prayer. How did Abraham 
believe God? How did he become such a person of faith? 
Abraham’s way was this: against all hope, he believed in hope!  
 
 God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things 

which do not exist as though they did; who, contrary to 
hope, in hope believed, so that he [Abraham] became the 
father of many nations, according to what was spoken, “So 
shall your descendants be.” And not being weak in faith, he 
did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was 
about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s 
womb. (Romans 4:16-19) 

 
Abraham and Sarah were 100 and 90 years old, but God had 
promised them descendants. The Bible says their bodies were 
as good as dead, but “contrary to hope” Abraham did not give 
up hope.  
 
Sometimes God will speak to us and everything in the natural 
says the opposite. Yet God talked about Abraham’s 
descendants when his body was as good as dead. 
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 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own 
body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years 
old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. He did not waver 
at the promise of God through unbelief, but was 
strengthened in faith, giving glory to God and being fully 
convinced that what He had promised He was also able to 
perform. And therefore “it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.” (Romans 4:19-22) 

 
Romans 4:20 says he was strengthened in his faith GIVING 
GLORY TO GOD. What is “giving glory to God”? Is it majesty? 
A shining ray of light? Brilliance? Splendor? How could 
Abraham possibly give all of that to God?  He couldn’t! And 
that’s NOT what the word glory means in the New Testament 
Greek.The word is “doxa” in the Greek and it always means a 
“good opinion” in the New Testament. Abraham grew in faith 
because he gave GLORY to God! He had a good opinion of 
God! How could Abraham have a good opinion of God?  
 
 And being fully convinced that what He had promised He 

was also able to perform. (Romans 4:21) 
 
Don’t pray desperate prayers! Have a good opinion of God and 
believe that He will hear you and answer. Every time you see 
God, see a smiling face, never an angry face. See someone 
who loves you. When we have a good opinion of God, we’ll 
know the truth. There are thoughts that come that we need to 
combat with the truth. Things like, “Your going to die young.  
Your father died young. It runs in your family.” Those thoughts 
are very loud in your head so you need to speak up. Say, “God, 
because You are with me and because You love me, You will 
satisfy me with long life.” This is from the Bible (Psalm 91:16). 
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But you don’t have to know chapter and verse. It’s enough to 
know the truth and to say it! Your statements should all reflect 
a good opinion of God. God delights in that!  
 
If God shuts a window, have a good opinion that He’s going to 
open a door. When God shuts a door, have a good opinion that 
He’s going to open a big gate! And He won’t always explain 
everything now. He’s willing to risk our misunderstanding of 
Him as long as He is able to love us and protect us. Sometimes 
we don’t understand God’s plans, but give God a good opinion 
and you will find His plans are better than you can imagine.  
 
 Is any among you suffering, let him pray. (James 5:13) 
 
Trust the goodness of God. He will be a good Father to you. 
For people who don’t know God, their trials can destroy them. 
But for you, if you always have a good opinion of God, you can 
rejoice in your trials because all things work together for our 
good. Trials and troubles have a redemptive quality for the 
believer. Through your trails and the goodness of God, you will 
touch many people.   
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Assignment:  
List areas of your life where you are standing on God’s 
promises and growing in faith by having a good opinion of God.  
 
 
My target areas for a good opinion of God: 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
 
Prayer Points for this week’s small group meeting: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


